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Testimony alleges culture of
intimidation, favoritism during

former police chie

By JusTin GRAEBER, CLIPPER STAFF
EDITOR@DUXBURYCLIPPER.COM
Newly-released transcripts
of sworn testimony contain al-
legations of favoritism and in-
timidation during the tenure of
former Duxbury Police Chief
Mark DeLuca.
The transcripts, taken in
October of 2009 at the height

: of the pitched
SPECIAL :

battle over
[HEd!]{ B8 DeLuca’s con-

tract, detail al-
legations such as a dispatcher
being paid even though he was
out on a non-work-related in-
jury, union members being
coerced into endorsing a se-
lectman, an officer working on
two of DeLuca’s homes while
he was on duty and an offi-
cer who says he was unjustly
charged with a crime because
the chief didn’t see him as a
“team player.”

The transcripts were ruled
public earlier this year and a
redacted version of the testi-
mony was released last week.

DeLuca was informed, in
a letter from Town Manager
Richard MacDonald in 2009,
that his contract would not be
renewed when it expired in
November. This provoked a
firestorm of controversy from

f's reign

e

Iritten lraﬁscnpts of mlerwew
with unnamed police officers
paint an untlaneiing picture ;of

k)

the Duxbury Police ‘Departmant

during the tenure of former Chief .
Mark DeLuca. Defenders of Chief

Deluca called the allegations a
“sham” and part of a plot to force
the chief out. File pholo

the chief’s supporters in town,
both inside the department and
in the community at'large, who
wanted to see the chief stay.
The Board of Selectmen
took a 2-1 vote in an attempt
to overrule MacDonald’s deci-
sion, but Town Counsel Rob-
ert Troy said that since that
contract was “dying a natural

death” ‘it wasn’t technically

a firing, and the selectmen
lacked the authority to force
MacDonald to offer Deluca
another contract.

continued on page 14
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the patrolman into his office.

“] handed the chief the

, violation, the. civil summons,
' and he turned and put it in a
~ paper shredder,” he said in the
- transcript.

Although he claims the
chief made a public display of
getting rid of the charges, the
‘patrolman- said he has never
been official cleared and has
no documentation saying he
did nothing wrong.

“Heknew thatthey charged
me with no crime other than
just to rattle my cage, to pull
me back in line, to get me to

do whatever they want to do
so down the road he could say
you owe me one,” he said..

3 No-shovw;ijb alleged "

An incident mentioned by

. several of the.police officers in

the transcripts is the case of a

~ dispatcher who was allegedly
- paid for time he did not work.

"This man, whose name is

- redacted from the document,
" suffered a non-work related

injury, according multiple

~ sources in the transcript.

“While he was.out, a pay-

. check continued to come to the

' Police Department for him. His

~ daughter came in frequently
to pick it up. And on his shift

they had different dispatchers
 filling in at different times for
" him,” said one patrolman, who
alleged this went on for eight
months or more. “They were
. filling his shift with overtime
. asif he was justout.” " - B}
" "He said he regularly saw
- paychecks for-the man out in

" the police station’s dispatch

| area throughout his absence,

" according to the transcript.

“Everyone in the depart-
ment basically knew that he
' was off duty; that he [the dis-

patcher] was not working,”
said the sergeant, who said he
knew the man’s absences were
being filled with overtime be-
cause he was responsible for

~ creating the nightly roster.

When the town’s attor-
ney asked the sergeant why

" “thie chief would want to make
- sure the dispatcher recéived a

check even though he may not
be entitled to it, his reply was:
“T was offered the same offer,
the deal.” 4
He told the town’s. attor-

" ney he was approached by a

female member of the depart-

* ment while hospitalized with a
_ non-work related injury.

- “She came to me express-
ing that the chief was very

" -concerned about me and that

he ... wanted to take care of

 me,” the sergeant said. He
" said he told the woman that he
- wanted to be docked the ap-
| propriate sick time, and after

he was discharged from the

~ hospital he got a phone call
" from Chief DeLuca about the

matter, and he again stated that

~ he wanted to use sick time for

the absence.

“In my opinion it was to
leverage cooperation in the
future, and that’s something I
don’t want to partake in nor do

- Tbuy into,” the sergeant said.
+“I don’t want to feel like I'm
~ owned by anybody or feel like

I’'m in anybody’s pocket for
- anything.”

Union members felt pressured

“The police officers quoted
in the transcripts refer several
times to a signature collection
effort, where some officers

| were trying to get.the patrol-
. man’s ‘union to endorse Do-

nato. who ran for selectman
in the spring of 2009 and de-

_ feated incumbent Andre Mar-
' tecchini.

The patrolman who was in
the accident said he signed the

" endorsement, but only “under
duress.”

“I made it clear at a union
meeting ... I didn’t think it was

" the police union’s business to
endorse candidates with whom
‘we would be negotiating con-

| tracts;” he said. “] started feel-
| ing a chill in the air from these

| different people- that already .

, signed it that I wasn’t a team
© player, that I'wasn’t going to
- play ball ... I'm well aware
of what occurs if you don’t
* play ball in the Police Depart-

' ment.” - :

When asked by the town’s
attorney ‘why he was so ner-.
vous about the accident being

| used against him, the patrol-
| man said he believed it had

to do with his speaking out

. ‘against the endorsement.

Other  officers - reported

| similar, misgiyings with the

petition. -
“The police department

. over the past few years has
| been in my opinion a very tox-
~ ic environment filled with, you

know, this team or that team,”

- said the sergeant. “You’re ei-
 ther on the chief’s team or
- you'’re not.”

Donato said the endorse-

,.ment Jetter was posted on the
“union board at the police sta-

tion, and there was nothing

~ improper about it.

“That’s part of the free

. speech rights of the union,” he

said. He added that he had no

 knowledge of any ‘officer be-
. Ing pressured to sign the en-

dorsement. .
“I don’t want to be a part

* of someone feeling pressured,”

he said. -
- The first patrolman in-

i terviewed in’ the transcripts
i c.laixps he was punished for not
- signing the endorsement.

“T was moved to the mid-

" night to 8 p.m. shift without

explanation,” he said. “I re-

 fused to sign a letter support-

ing the union endorsing a can-
didate for selectman.”
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Making it personal
Donato said he has been

 asking for copies of the tran-
~ scripts since 2009, and be-

' lieves the town had no real
reason to withhold them. He
" also said that DeLuca himself
" had only recently received a

copy, when it was made pub-
licly available.

“The failure of them to
produce. this document had

5

nothing to do with [the ethics

. investigation],” he said, call-
 ing it a “stall tactic.”

" He claimed that MacDonald -

" He said that at the time of
the dispute, he wanted Del.uca
and MacDonald to sit down
and work out their differences,
but that MacDonald was de-
termined to push DeLuca out.

" unfairly targeted the - police
i department with an overtime

audit (which found nothing,
he said) and then didn’t follow
suit with the other departments
in town. He-also said the town

" continued to. investigate. De-
~ Luca even after he was no lon-

ger a town employee.

“They didn’t allow him to
defend himself,” he said. “For
them not to show him the ac-
cusations show what a sham
this was.”

When contacted for com-

ment, MacDonald said he

didn’t want to make any public
statement about the transcripts
- at this time. -

Current Duxbury Police
Chief Matthew Clancy, who
came to the department from
Plympton last year, said he
was aware of the transcripts
but declined to comment pub-
licly.

continued from page one

-Around the time the con-
tract was set to expire, infor-
mation surfaced - through
public comments and an in-
advertently leaked tape from
a closed door board meeting

. — about -allegations against
 DeLuca made by members of

the police department. Select-
man Chris Donato said at the
time it was his understanding
that the allegations would “go
away” if DeLuca agreed to a
settlement. The town put a six-
figure settlement on the table,

but DeLuca never signed and

it was later revoked.

‘Donato voted to offer De-
Luca the settlement, but says
he now regrets that decision.

“Eventually I gave in,” he
said this week. “This whole
investigation was a sham, it

" borders on extortion.”

DeLuca took a job as po-
lice chief in Cohasset, where
he remains today. A interim
chief was eventually appoint-
ed by the Town Manager, and
the investigation
never resulted
in any public
findings. ‘

Although
the names are
redacted, the
transcripts, tak-
en QOct. 5, 2009,
include testi-
mony . from two
patrolmen, a ser-
geant, the town’s
recreation director
and a former part-
time  patrolman,
dispatcher and me-
chanic. The ques-
tioner, whose name -

is also redacted, says he is an
attorney appointed by the town
manager to investigate certain
allegations against DeLuca.
The allegations paint a pic-
ture of a toxic workplace split
between a pro-DeLuca faction
and the rest of the department.
“I was trying to stay neu-
tral, but as the members of
my department who were
pro-chief became more ac-
tive, more vociferous and you
see the things they’re doing
to try and get the chief a new
contract ... then you see them
be rewarded for their loyalty,

it becomes a point where you
 just say enough is enough, I

can’t, I can’t ‘support this,”

said one patrolman..

- Another patrolman who

 claims he was unjustly charged
- with a crime after a minor traf-

fic accident said favoritism
and intimidation was “par for

.~ the course” in the’ Duxbury
Police Department.

Donato, however, called

~ the allegations “bogus,” and
- said the Board of Selectmen
-never had any input into the

investigation because it was
undertaken solely by Mac-
Donald.

“T just felt the way the
whole thing was handled was

wrong,” he said. “They used
that document to force Chief
- DeLuca out of his position.”
‘ The transcripts were never
~entered into evidence in any
court action and neither DeLuy-
ca nor his'legal representation
were given the opportunity to
cross examine any of the wit-
- nesses.
Multiple messages were
left for DeLuca at his Cohas-
- set office, but he did not return

 requests for comment by press
time.
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Man says he worked on house
i A former part time officer
| and dispatcher alleged that
' DeLuca asked him to perform
' work on his private properties
| when he was supposed to be
‘onduty. . . .
| The man was no longer a
" member of the department at
' {he time of the testimony and
admits he had 2 “falling out”
“with DeLuca.

“He just turned into a dif-
ferent person,” thé man said.
' - “... If you talked
to certain people
there, he disliked
" you; he-wouldn’t
talk to you. I

didn’t want to
1| get . inve
i | with all that. I
just wanted to
go and do my’
work and get
-\ out of there.”
1 The'man

g

o -
) \l\n‘m‘ﬁpﬂnd WordInde

' o
ead the tedac\ado :‘ra;\:t “"'eh o mechan-

ic at the

. time when

" -asked him to replace a bath-

tub — during work hours, ac-

~ cording to his testimony.

1 “It was something to the

'~ effect, you know, would you

mind. helping out [redacted]
- replacing mytub at the house
in Whitman,” he said.

' The job took 8-9 hours, ac-
cording to the man, who said
he was not paid in any way
(cash or gifts) by DeLuca.

He alleged he was asked to
go back to the Whitman house
to install a “surveillance kit,”
something he described as a
set of “small little cameras
you can hide.” The kit was
Duxbury - Police Department
property, he said.

Again, the officer said
this was done while he was
supposed to be working and
took a full day. DeLuca asked
him to remove the equipment
about a week later, according
to the transcripts.

involved

s working as .

In addition to the work at.
the Whitman house (DeLuca’s
. home), the former officer said
“he also performed work on a

property DeLuca owned in
Weymouth while he was sup-
posed to be working for the
itown. He said the work was
.over: 2-3 days and. involved
running pipe, installing a dish-

" washer and cleaning out trash.

“] was under his orders to

" doit” hesaid.

- Charges ‘undustiﬁed’ e
‘One of the men alleges: |
. '\ he was unjustly charged with

negligent operation of a mo-
| tor vehicle —a criminal charge
 — after a minor accident while
. on duty, according to the tran-
i script. R R '
' However, Donato said that
| the fact that the patrolman was
; charged with a crime had noth-
ing to db- with any perception’
" of him as “not a team player,”
 but rather his driving record.

“It had to do with the num-

ber of accidents,” he said.
' In the transcripts, the pa-
, trolman says he was cornered
| by 'DeLuca shortly after re-

ceiving the citations, and De-

Luca told him it was because

" of five prior incidents he was

involved in on the job. He
claimed that DeLuca said the
* department had to charge him
“to protect themselves.”
The patrolman said he was
driving on Tremont Street near
~ Town Hall just before Memo-
" rial Day, 2009, around 11:30
- pan. when he struck a skate-
boarder, who had been in the
middle of the unlit street. He
- swerved to avoid the collision,
but still clipped the skater with
his side mirror, according to
the transcripts.

4 6% .

~ Although the skateboarder
| had only minor injuries, the
officer was upset.

. “I was in fear, I was pet-
¥ rified of what they could do
i'to me, which is par for the
+ course in our Police Depart-

ment,” the patrolman said. “I
felt the department would try
- to ... hang me out to dry on an
- accident that was just that, an
“accident.” '

o The sergeant interviewed
, in_the transcripts happened to
| be on duty when this accident
; gcqurred, and said he felt the
| incident was clearly an acci-
“'dent, and that the driver had
_done nothing wrong.

“In my 16 plus years,
whatever, of law enforce-
ment experience I can read a
car accident scene fairly well

- and look at the' facts on the
: ground,” he said. “There were
no skid marks-leading up to
- Officer . [redacted] cruiser or
to the point of impact. There
was no excessive damage to
the victim, the-skateboarder.

It was an unlit portion of the
roadv_vay. The victim admitted
to being in the street. All these
things were pointing to the fact
I that Qfﬁcer [redactéd] acted
| accordingly because the low
, damage to the vehicle is con-
- gruent with the minor damage’
to the victim, okay?”

_ I:Ie added that he had
originally contacted the State
Police to oversee the accident
investigation because a Dux-
| bury officer was involved, but
: they said no so the matter was
J handled. internally, according

to the transcripts.
__ The patrolman said he was
initially under the impression




a,

i .

| that he was being summoned

! to the police station a few days

| later to receive the findings

. from the accident. Instead, the

- chief called him into his of-

; fice, where he was handed a

- criminal citation for negligent

! operation of a motor vehicle.

The sergeant was shocked
when he heard, and said there
~ were “zero facts” to support

* the charges. . ‘

- “In essence, they charged
an officer with a crime yet
never interviewed me as part
of this' internal investigation,

~ never received a written report
from me in this internal inves-
tigation, and to my knowledge
never interviewed or took a re-

- port from Sergeant [redacted]

“either” (The accident hap-

- pened during a shift change so
two sergeants were on scene.)

The patrolman said he
wanted to have a magistrate’s
 hearing, where he felt he could

' demonstrate the charges had

' no basis. Sometime after the

- accident, Chief DeLuca called

S o‘;‘(o i
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Speclal report: Transcripts allege favoritism

How we got the transcripts

The Clipper learned of the testimony that forms the ba-
sis of this story shortly after it was recorded. The transcripts
were mentioned at the time by Selectman Christopher Donato,
who told the paper he had learned of “statements made un-
der oath” regarding then Police Chief Mark DeLuca. Allega-
tions against DeLuca were also mentioned by Town Counsel
Robert Troy during an executive session meeting of the Board
of Selectmen, a portion of which was accidentally broadcast
over public airwaves.

In 2009, the town denied a public records request from
the Clipper seeking the records. However, in a Jan. 10, 2011
letter, Town Manager Richard MacDonald said that the state-
ments were indeed public record, citing an earlier opinion by
Town Counsel Robert Troy.

The Clipper asked for the records again, and filed an ap-
peal with the state supervisor of public records when Duxbury
did not respond within the 10 days required by the Massa-
chusetts public records law. MacDonald then issued a denial,
saying that although the records were public the State Ethics
Committee was investigating the matter. That decision was
reinforced by a Feb. 15 letter from State- Supcrvxsor of Public
Records Alan Cote.

However, once the ethics investigation concluded, the
town complied with the public records request and a redacted
version of the transcripts was eventually released last week. A
spokesman from the State Ethics Commission said they had
no publicly-available information on DeLuca.

Supporters i then-police chief Mark DeLuca pk aleclmen meeting in June of 2009 after it w:
announced that DeLuca wnul_d not receive a new contract.




